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BOOK REVIEWS 

Fifty Years in the Gospel Ministry. By Theophilus Gould 

Steward. The African Methodist Episcopal Book Concern, 631 

Pine Street, Philadelphia, 1922. Pp. 520. 

This is an autobiography covering the period from 1864 to 1914. 
It carries an introduction by Dr. Reverdy C. Ransom, the editor of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church Review. Inasmuch as it 
is the record of a distinguished minister in one of the leading Negro 
denominations, it throws much light on this period, not only in 
ecclesiastical affairs but in matters touching the life and develop- 
ment of this race during that period. This is apparent to one 
observing that the book covers the author's twenty -seven years in 
the pastorate, sixteen years as a chaplain in the United States 
army, seven years as a professor in Wilberforce University, two of 
his trips to Europe and one to Mexico. The book is illustrated, 
but it has no index. 

Taking up the work of the General Conference of 1864, the 
author says much to give the reader an insight into the characters 
and efforts of the leading churchmen of his denomination at that 
time. Among those passing in review are Bishops Quinn, Payne, and 
Nazrey, and others like H. M. Turner and Alexander W. Wayman 
who later became bishops of that denomination. Then follows his 
trip South, when the author had the opportunity to participate in 
the early efforts for the uplift of the freedmen, serving in Georgia 
and in South Carolina. He then tells how he arose to a position 
of usefulness and later served larger groups of communicants in 
Philadelphia and the District of Columbia. Referring to his record 
as a chaplain in the United States army, the author shows a larger 
acquaintance with the leading Negro statesmen through whom he 
obtained the position. The account of his services in this capacity, 
both in this country and abroad, and especially in the Philippine 
Islands, sets forth information, not only as to what that portion of 
the world was doing, but the reaction of this educated Negro to 
this panorama. Other interesting experiences appear in the ac- 
count of his extensive travels. 

The value of the book is incalculable when one takes into con- 
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sideration the dearth of such literature bearing on Negroes. This 
work takes rank with the recent volume of Bishop Coppin entitled 
Unwritten History, for certainly there are to be found therein 
interesting romances taken from the life of the Negro and recorded 
by one of the race in the manner in which these things were im- 
pressed upon him and found expression in his mind. This is the 
sort of literature for which the public has patiently waited and 
it is devoutly to be desired that other churchmen may find time 
to leave a written record like these of Bishop Coppin and Chaplain 
Steward. For anyone desirous of studying the history of the Negro 
in its various ramifications, such works are indispensable. 

The Negro in Literature and Art. By Benjamin Beawley. Duf- 

field and Company, New York, 1921. Pp. 197. 

This is a revised edition of Professor Brawley's work which 
appeared in 1918. It follows the general outline of the first edition 
and sets forth additional facts but not sufficient to justify this claim 
to revision. The work is biographical, largely devoted to the narra- 
tive of the careers of Phyllis Wheatley, Paul Laurence Dunbar, 
Charles W. Chesnutt, W. E. B. Dubois, William Stanley Braith- 
waite, Frederick Douglass, Booker Washington, Henry O. Tanner, 
Meta Warrick Fuller, and Charles S. Gilpin. The unsatisfactory 
short sketch of Gilpin constitutes the best claim of the work to that 
of a revised edition. 

While this work does not show by historic or philosophical de- 
velopment the evolution of the Negro mind as expressed in the 
achievements of the race in literature and art, it has some value. 
To have a publisher place before the public the sketches of so many 
prominent Negroes who might otherwise remain unknown to the 
public is a service to be appreciated. The world has too long con- 
sidered the Negro a human machine restricted to drudgery. Any 
successful effort, therefore, to bring before the public from time 
to time the achievements of worthy Negroes, although it may be a 
repetition of what may be well known to the better informed few, 
must be welcomed as an undertaking having a direct bearing on 
popularizing the record of a neglected seventh of the population 
of the world. 

Let us hope, however, that in the near future some other author, 
grasping more correctly the needs of the time, may set forth in 
literary form the interesting story of how history has been influ- 
enced by the Negro during the various stages of the world's progress 



